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For as long as I can remember, I have loved the English language and learning it, so naturally
[ aim to transfer some of that passion I have for English to my students as an English teacher. As
a language teacher for university students, I believe my role is not only to teach English but also
to teach students how to think and exercise their minds in different content areas as well as to
think for themselves through active engagement with the language. I also believe language
learning should help students to become lifelong learners by developing good learning habits
that can be transferred from one subject area to another. Through my English classes, I aim to
encourage students to be independent critical thinkers who are capable of autonomous learning.
I hope to allow my students to see language learning as a whole, not divided into small majors
or small fractions such as grammar or vocabulary, which in turn reinforces an intrinsic notion of
the connectedness of learning. It is vital to teach language learners not only to have opinions,
but to be able to express them, and to examine, through language, the interconnectedness of
ideas and concepts. Students should be encouraged to develop their own natural intellectual
voices, in any language they speak or study. This is what I aim to do in my language classrooms.

As a language teacher, it is important for me to encourage and develop each individual
student voice in the language classroom. Students of mixed abilities of English, from different
backgrounds, and with varying degrees of motivation for learning English gather in our
classrooms. My ideal classroom is primarily a safe and comfortable place where students of
varying abilities and experiences are encouraged to learn. It is important for me to create a
classroom that values diversity and that can cater to different learning styles. Using a learner-
centered versus a teacher-centered approach while meeting various learning styles is important
in creating such a language classroom. In addition, students need to understand that skills can

be learned but good thinking cannot, and this is why it is important to stress /fd
this also in the language classroom. Therefore, my language classroom attempts

to teach transferable skills that are present in any type and level of education, such

as good written and verbal communication skills, the ability to solve complex problems,

and adaptability. Empowering my students with the skills of analysis, questioning, and
reflection, embedded in language learning, are the cornerstones of my teaching. Language
learning is about so much more than only learning the language.

Many of my courses at Keio SFC combine English with authentic content from many different
subject areas. For example, in my listening classes we watch TED talks about interesting and
engaging current topics such as issues in technology, international politics, and human rights, to
improve students’ listening and discussion skills. Each week, the class focuses on comprehension
of a TED video lecture. The students first learn vocabulary and answer comprehension questions
about the talks, and then move on to critical analysis and discussion about the content. The
course also includes student-led projects in which student groups are responsible for selecting a
TED talk for the class as well as presenting this talk with a lesson to the class. In another class,
we learn English through reading and experiencing classic and modern short stories. Students
analyze literary elements in the short stories, discuss them, and respond to them orally and in
writing. Through reading short stories, students can not only improve their reading skills in
English but also learn various things about societies and their cultures. Content-based language
teaching is an effective way for English language learners to develop their language skills and
their academic skills at the same time. [ believe it is important to combine this with skill-based
language teaching, especially with Japanese students, in order to elicit the 'old knowledge' of
language they already have and in order to continue building on it. Content-based teaching in a
variety of subjects focuses on authentic and meaningful input and output, which in turn is very
useful in preparing students for future studies in English. From theme-based topics, EFL teachers
can extract language activities, and in this way, emphasize the importance of concurrent
academic subject matter and foreign language skills.

A big part of my teacher identity comes from the fact that [ was born and raised in Finland.
Being a non-native speaker of English and having had the experience of learning English myself,
I greatly enjoy helping my Japanese students overcome the difficulties they face while attempting
to become proficient users of English. One of my main research interests is professional
development for Japanese English teachers in order to empower them as non-native English
teachers. In Japan, for a long time, the native speaker of English has been the ideal English-
language user and this unrealistic ideal has transferred to the language classroom and to the
English Language Teaching field in Japan. Students think they need to sound like a native
speaker of English in order to be a proficient user of the language. This unrealistic learning goal
is a demotivating factor for learners, I believe. There needs to be a shift from this nearly
impossible vision of creating Japanese “native speakers of English” to helping learners develop a
communicative working knowledge of English but not expecting them to adhere to the fallacy of
sounding like a native speaker.

The students we teach are the future of Japan. In today’s globalized world, English is a
necessary tool for business, politics, education, and many other fields; it is not simply a language
for communication anymore. Having a working knowledge of English, whether one likes it or
not, is crucial for prosperity and for global participation. I wish to empower my students to
adopt this pragmatic view about English in order to better their future. I want them to see the
different doors English can open for them, now and in the future.
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