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A Study on the Modern Sukiya Architecture
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When Japan opened its' country to the Western culture after the
Meiji Restoration, the architecture industry was already highly system-
ized and qualified in terms of wooden construction and manufacturing
of timber. In Japan, together with the main stream of the "architecture"
industry in Western terms, there has always been another stream of
architecture industry which survived through "modernization". The
long search for their national identity, and the feudal structure of the
tea culture, helped a specific field of traditional wooden architecture-
Sukiya to regenerate in modern Japan. In this thesis, the art of modern
Sukiya is studied through an analysis of works by a master carpenter
of the Ura-Senke School of tea, Sotoji Nakamura, who is also known
as the last "Sukiya architect" in Japan.
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