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In the U.S., “media-centered elections” based around TV advertising emerged from the 1950s onwards. In
addition, since the 1990s, the development of cable TV has enhanced the agenda-setting function of
ideological political debates. However, research on the international spread of this “Americanization” of
political campaigns has not actually progressed in the case of Asia. This paper examines Taiwan’s election
media strategies, particularly TV commercials (advertising videos) and their development in the Internet age
comparatively, and shows an example of the penetration and limitations of “Americanization” in East Asian

democracies.
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