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Abstract:
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This paper discusses the literacy required for area studies based on the author’s experience in problem-
solving research or Jissenchi, such as the JST/JICA SATREPS Project. The objective of area studies is to
understand the target area comprehensively. However, as it is an interdisciplinary study, area studies does not
have a specific discipline and involves the combination of diverse methods in a “bricolage.” The ability to
perform this bricolage is a necessary literacy. Still, it is also necessary to involve knowledge not only from the

humanities and social sciences but also from the natural sciences and engineering, and the ability to share the

issues and gain the support of these specialists is also a necessary literacy.
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