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India, being the largest democracy and emerging economy, is home of 1.3 billion
people. India is characterized by its long history and civilization, diversity in ethnic
group, culture, religion, food, climate and many more. While India was the center of
Indus Civilization in the 3300 BC, most part of the region faces severe development
problems including poverty, food security and water sanitation issues in recent years.
On the same time, the region shows one of the highest economic growth rates over
the last decade, and has huge potential to be the development hotspot in the coming
decades.

In the present decade the relationship between Japan and India is advancing on a
faster note than ever before. The Significant development of Japan-India strategic
partnership, convergence of Japan and India strategies, High-speed railway, consumer
nuclear cooperation, development of Japan-India economic relations and
memorandum of cooperation of Japanese language education in India signifies that
bilateral relations have entered into “new era in Japan-India relations”. On Ist May
2018, the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry of Japan (METTI), and Ministry of
Commerce and Industry, India signed the joint statement, to provide a framework of
anticipated collaboration under Japan-India Startup Hub, which will serve as a
platform for promotion of information exchange, business collaboration and
investments. In the Joint statement it is decided to take actual steps to establish a

Japan-India Startup Hub and promote activities, in order to boost two-way investment
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for the development of Japan-India economic relationship. For initial stage it is
decided to establish Japan-India Startup Hub in Bengaluru as an interface between
Japanese and Indian companies, taking advantage of emerging startup ecosystem. It
is also desired by Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry of Japan (METI), and
Ministry of Commerce and Industry India to explore the possibility of establishing
the Hub in other locations.

In pursuance to expand the horizons of Japan-India relations, it is essential to
maximize the interactions of human resource especially of the young generation of
both nations and to attain this the institutional corporation may play a significant role.
As Ex-Prime Minister Abe said, “solid Japan-India relations are international public
goods that support regional order” and to substantiate this youth associated with
premier educational institute of technology, commerce, humanity and law are
required to be involved to bring out best from their potential and to create a platform
to provide opportunities to public to get involved to realize the vision of our
international relations. Henceforth, the premier educational Institutes of India and
Japan collectively needs to come forward to work together to create generation of
expertise human resource who will engage at large level to execute the “Japan and
India Vision 2025 Special Strategic and Global Partnership Working Together for
Peace”.

Keeping this in mind, in 2019, Keio University established its first India Japan
Laboratory (www.indiajapanlab.org) in SFC to collectively address, analyze, learn
and nurture the issues related to India and Japan and beyond, and make it more
relevant to the global communities. Among the difficult COVID-19 time, the IJL has
been promoting exchanges of ideas among young students, practitioners and
professionals in these two countries through organizing lecture series, webinars,
online hackathon, bilateral and multilateral research projects and research
publications.

The year 2022 marks 70 years of bilateral collaboration between Japan and
India. On this timing, this special volume is a modest attempt to highlight some of the

key and emerging issues of India and Japan including technology, IT and its
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ecosystem, yoga, music and development issues like water security etc. Hope, this
will encourage young students and researchers to undertake innovative action and

research in their respective areas of interest.
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