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This paper asserts that the spread of plurilingualism in Japan leads to a beneficial
diversification of the views on foreign culture by Japanese and enriches Japanese
society, and furthermore that plurilingual speakers who can contribute to mutual
intercultural understanding can be nurtured through the following reform plan:

1) Foreign language activities at the elementary school level should not be limited to
English.

2) A new subject, “Introduction to the foreign language learning” should be
developed in upper secondary school.

3) Second foreign languages after English should be taught in upper secondary
school.

4) A robust application of knowledge and skills of a plurality of foreign languages
should be encouraged and supported in research at the university level.

5) The teaching of mother and heritage languages should become the norm in public
schools.
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