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This article offers a reading of Tsushima Yuko’s Jakka Dukhuni: Stories of
Ocean's Memories from a close examination of the intertwined relationship between
the text and the aynu oral literature cited within. I attempt to demonstrate that, as
the narrator begins to hide behind the text, the oral literature and oral history comes
to the fore connecting the plural stories and histories in two divergent moments of
time, and that the personalities in these stories find their life pathways through a
process of remembering based on imperfect memories. This leads to a conclusion
that this work is an ambitious and successful endeavor linking the contemporary
issue of the inheritance of indigenous cultures with the colonial experiences a few

centuries apart.
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