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Interest in rural communities is increasing among urban residents, chiefly
those in the younger generation in japan, and not a few people are interested in
relocating to rural communities. This large-scale trend is called a “return to rural
living” This change in young people’s way of thinking is something that we should
look at closely. The past 50 years have seen progressive depopulation of rural areas
and concentration of population in Tokyo. The realization of a return to rural living
suggests a major fork in the road for our society. We need a national conversation on
the kind of society we will build in the coming half-century, based on what we have
learned in the preceding half-century.
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