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This paper represents a desciptive and comparative analysis of the Great
East Japan Earthquake (3.11) as seen from Austria. The paper first deals with the
evolution of the metonymy “Fukushima” in Austria by looking at events in Austria's
contemporary history to reveal some reasons for the Austrian views on 3.11. In a
second part, the author reflects on what can be learned from Austria in the context
of post-disaster Sanriku focused on how life-satisfaction can be achieved within
reconstruction efforts from a personal point of view.
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