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Sino-British relations chilled after the first Taiwan Strait Crisis. The Chinese
Government strongly protested to the British Government after the Kashmir
Princess incident and the Kowloon Riot happened. But instead of interfering
directly, China chose to solve the problems diplomatically. The essence of China’s
Hong Kong policy at the time was to get rid of the Kuomintang agents but to
tolerate British rule in Hong Kong. Pragmatism played a very important role in
Chinese policy towards Hong Kong in the 1950s.
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