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This paper explains the changing trend of the military use of space through
the analysis of the U.S. combat operations since the 1990s. During the Gulf and
the Iraq wars, the role of space systems in the U.S. combat operations has evolved
from just an enhancer to an integral part of them. This growing use of space in the
U.S. combat operations has created a new trend in the military use of space and
other countries have started to follow the U.S. practice. In the longer term, such
increasing dependence on space by the U.S. and its potential adversaries could
encourage more active competitions for space control.
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