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Ongoing land reclamation and construction of airstrips by China in the South
China Sea (SCS) could expand both China’s area of military operation and A2/
AD capability of the People’s Liberation Army. Moreover, it would provide China
monitor and safeguard of sea line of communication (SLOC), a vital line for
economy of Japan, South Korea and Taiwan. Such situation may reinforce China’s
political influence on America’s allied nations and may even debilitate U.S. strategy
toward Asia-Pacific region. Arguing Japan’s military patrol in the SCS to counter
China’s reclamation, Japan is facing both operational and budgetary constraint.
Therefore, Japan should deal with this new strategic issue based on quantitative
assessment of national interest.
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