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The purpose of this article is to make clear the characteristics of China’s
perception by Japanese society in the 1980s, by looking at the China-related
articles of general interest magazines that had an influence on Japanese society,
to examine what kind of China-related issues were discussed in Japanese society
and what kind of people were the leaders of the discourse on China in this period.
The results of the investigation are that according to the differences in the stances
of these magazines, clear differences exists between them with regard to various
aspects like the level of interest toward China, the reporting tendency of the
articles, or the drift of the arguments, and that if we classify these magazines
into the categories of left-wing, centrist and right-wing in this order, their order
generally speaking becomes: “Sekai”, “Chtiokoron”, “Bungeishunja”.
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