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Masao Maruyama’s View of the United States of America
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Masao Maruyama, a representative intellectual of the twentieth century, praised the USA’s
“bourgeois democracy” for its prewar opposition to fascism, while criticizing it postwar for bringing
about the remilitarization of Japan and the McCarthyism that accompanied the Cold War. After visiting
the US in 1961, Maruyama avoided giving public lectures on America, first because of a change in
research focus from political science to the history of political thought, and second because of the
inscrutability of a modernized US without history. However, Maruyama privately maintained an interest
in the diversity in the USA. This was because of the existence of a liberal climate that urged reflection
on the conservative swing, including antiwar and antinuclear perspectives.
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