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This paper looks to the direction Japan needs to take into the future in light of the multiple
disasters that struck northeast Japan in March, 2011, including the earthquakes, tsunamis, and the
massive radioactive contamination from Fukushima nuclear power plant. It also considers the national
economy in the context of the Kyoto protocol. In terms of investment in environmental issues Japan
was surpassed in the 1990's by several EU nations, in part because of its economic decline. However
as a result of the crisis caused by the 2011 disaster domestic demands are changing and the potential
to develop a new socio-economic system with environmental issues at its center has become more
realistic. As part of that process this paper proposes a larger investment by industry along with
more effective utilization of environmental resources, social innovation and lifestyle changes, new
architecture and urban planning that make use of advanced information communication technology,
and targeted education aimed at training environmental leadership, as with the Environmental
Innovators progam at Keio University's Graduate School of Media and Governance. Chapters 1 to 8 are
mainly written by Hikaru Kobayashi, while chapters 8 and 9 are mainly written by Yasushi Ikeda.
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