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In the revolutions of 1989, environmental movements
played a very important political role, which subsequently
declined in the post-revolutionary period. In order to join
the EU, Poland had to somehow manage two seemingly
contradictory policies, to simultaneously develop the
economy and improve the environment.

In the early 1990’s the, national government played a
major role in maintaining the system, such as through the
National fund, Eco Fund, and by creating the National
Environmental Policy. In the late 1990’s, NGOs and local
governments became increasingly assertive actors on this
issue in response to the EfE process.

The process of improving the environment in Poland
is now slowly but steadily progresing with a “shift towards
a multi-centered society, decentralization of authority, and
establishment of a civil society”.
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