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Blocking as a measure to block the access to information in cyberspace can be constitutional depending on

how it is implemented. The main reasons for this are as follows. First, while it places certain restrictions

on freedom of expression since it limits access to the target website, it does not directly impede the freedom

of expression of the expresser themselves. Second, given that the second part of Article 21, Paragraph 2 of

the Constitution of Japan provides for the maintenance of a sound institutional environment for the use of

communications, even if it results in the “stealing” of confidential information in communications, it does

not constitute a violation of the secrecy of communications as long as it is implemented for the purpose of

ensuring the “public welfare,” which includes maintaining law and order in cyberspace.
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