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For forty years, I have striven to understand South Korea deeply, covering the latter half of the post-Japanese

rule era. Today’s developed nation was actually built upon foundations laid during the first forty years (1945—

1985). Two key figures of this period, Lee Byung-chul and Park Chung-hee, shared a profound dedication

to the nation that transcended individual interests. Their common ideal was to lead the times and create new

trends. This vision remains relevant today and must be realized at an even higher level.
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