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This article examines the legal protection of characters
under Japanese Copyright Law. The Supreme Court
of Japan determined that the concept of a “character”
itself does not qualify as a copyrighted work. However,
specific expressions of a character are protected. Despite
this, “literary characters” receive legal protection only
in limited cases, as the boundaries of their expression
are unclear. Additionally, the court’s approach to
determining the similarity of works is based on a dualist
perspective. However, a monist perspective, which

critiques this approach, is considered more convincing.
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