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This article summarizes the author’s thirty years of interdisciplinary and practice-oriented educational and
research activities, centered on Geographic Information Science (GIS), for the sustainable development of urban
and regional areas. Born and raised in a rural village in China, the author came to Japan in the early time of
Reform and Opening-Up, and encountered Keio University’s Shonan Fujisawa Campus (SFC) in the early 1990s.
At SFC, the author transformed GIS from a tool for mapping and spatial analysis into a comprehensive knowledge
system of “space and creation,” which was implemented across various educational programs and contributed
to the cultivation of numerous environmental leaders. Furthermore, through domestic and international research
projects on topics such as urban and regional ecological assessment, resilience, and the food-energy-water (FEW)
nexus, the author engaged in co-creative efforts with colleagues from multiple disciplines and sectors, thereby

building a practical research framework for sustainable urban and regional development.
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